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Introduction
Since opening its indoor facility on the 29th of October 2009, Skateistan
has completed two semesters of sport and education with Afghan youth. Each
week over 280 students make their way to the Afghan National Olympic Grounds
to spend two hours at Skateistan. Each student attends class once a week,
and spends one hour skateboarding and one hour exploring a range of subjects,
including art, health, information technology and languages. Skateboarding
has been key in bringing together Afghan youth and the interaction is further
built upon through classroom projects, such as posters, theatre, photography
and video.
In their second semester, Skateistan students learned about importance of
good penmanship, used computers, designed a Skateistan t-shirt, learned the
English alphabet, created works of art, and took an eight week in-depth look
at some the most important aspects of “Environmental Health”. Led by the
knowledge of Afghan volunteer instructor Dr. Matin Safi, Skateistan students
learned about air and water pollution, deforestation, hygiene and the effects
these issues have on human health. Students then put the lessons they learned
to good use during the last three weeks of the semester by creating projects
that focused on positive environmental change. Each class took on unique
activities, many of which appear in the following pages of this magazine.
Some of the projects documented in “Fly Magazine” include photography field
trips, garbage clean-ups, flower planting activities, painting, recycled
material arts and crafts, and writing that showcases the unique and talented
voices of Afghan youth. Thank-you for taking the time to view the incredible
work done by Skateistan students. Skateistan is delighted to share their
second semester projects with you
enjoy!

the Skateistan staff
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Saturday Class A

Photo Project/ Magazine Pages

After talking extensively about the types of pollution and problems that
the Saturday Afternoon Class A boys see in their neighborhoods, the
class went on a field trip to document both the things they would like
to change about their city and the things that make them happy. The next
two classes were spent collectively choosing the photos that they liked
best, and then writing and drawing about these photos for the collective
magazine project.
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Saturday

Class B - Documentary

The older boys' class on Saturday decided to make a documentary about
themselves. They decided it would be the first installment of "Afghan
Skaters." In the future they hope to expand the project beyond their
class to include the girls and boys who are not in Class B on Saturday.
The project was shot during one class period at the end of Skateistan's
second term. The included skaters took turns behind the camera during
the skate session. During the class session, they took turns as
interviewer and they each told the story of their skateboarding careers.
The following week the boys learned the basics of non-linear editing and
they plan to continue working on "Afghan Skaters" in its current form
or as an expanded project.
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Sunday

Class A - Diarama
To make the previous lessons on “Environmental Health” a more hands-on
activity, the Sunday Afternoon Class A girls collected recycled
materials and brought them into class to build their own clean
environment. Some of the materials used included recycled paper,
plastic bags, cardboard, egg cartons, and plastic bottles. The students
spent one class discussing and drawing their ideas, and then the next
two classes constructing various elements of their diarama.

page 4

Sunday

Afternoon class B

The Sunday afternoon class B girls took a short fieldtrip to Kabul river,
where the girls were split into teams of two, with one girl talking
about Kabul's environment and the other filming. They also filmed each
other around the Olympic grounds and discussed how to make the
environment cleaner and healthier for the people living in it. The
video footage was then included in a semester-end video with
contributions from all Skateistan students.
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Monday
Morning Class A

Since we were studying the importance of cleanliness, the effects of
pollution, waste management and environmental awareness, our class decided
it would be great to start with cleaning up the waste and litter that exists
on the Afghan Olympic Grounds. To prepare, all the students were given garbage
bags and rubber gloves and instructed to pick up litter and debris around
the grounds and the Skateistan complex. The students were very enthusiastic
and managed to fill more than 20 bags of litter, which then were disposed of
properly. Following we discussed the importance of waste management and how
the students could continue these good practices throughout their lives.
Our final week of class was spent beautifying the Olympic Grounds by
planting rose bushes. The students used shovels, spades, hoes and rakes to
dig 5 deep holes to plant the flowers. They carefully returned the soil to
cover the roots and generously watered the roses. Finally, we all posed for
class photos with our newly planted rose bushes in the background and
concluded the semester with a lunch of fruit and vegetables while viewing
photos of our experiences.
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Monday

Morning Class B

The Monday morning B class is a very funny bunch of boys. So, when given
the option of a final project they decided to produce a video comedy.
The end of Skateistan's second term was impacted by scheduled exams at
other schools and a Conference for a New Afghanistan which shut down all
of Kabul for one of the last class sessions.
The distractions took their toll on the planning and necessary writing of
the proposed comedy so ClassB had to improvise. The result was a different
form of comedy as well as the beginning of Skateistan's sculpture lessons.
The class learned a type of mask-making that involves a wire form and paper
mache as the the mask material.
They sculpted a large smiling face, the symbol for comedy. The project
continued into the boys' advanced art class and comedy's traditional
partner mask of tragedy was started by the girls' advanced art class.
Together the masks will symbolically welcome in the theatre projects of
Skateistan's third term.
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Monday Afternoon

Class A Garbage clean-up & Map/Hand posters

The Monday Afternoon Class A students spent the first week of their
final project doing a garbage clean-up on the Olympic grounds. The
students were given plastic gloves and encouraged to pay attention
to detail while picking up the trash they saw. This included picking
up cigarette waste, and bottle caps, as well as larger litter items
such as plastic bags and plastic bottles.
The following week the students wrote about their garbage clean-up
and any other activities they had participated in that have helped
their environment. These writings were done in pairs, where the pairs
outlined each others hands as a reminder that helping the environment
and their country starts with personal responsibility and community
interaction—including the use of one’s own hands and the helping hands
of their classmates. The students also all traced and decorated their
hands on recycled paper.
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Monday

Afternoon B Class - Photojournalism
a look at life living by the river as photographed by
monday’s class B students of the faces and the issues encountered
every day.

Naveed
Life along the Kabul River
Life along the river is a dream for most people. People want to enjoy their summer
holidays and other holidays along a clean river with blue water. Afghanistan was
very rich due to water and rivers and natural views, but after years of drought
and changes of climate, now there is less water in the rivers. A drop of the water
means life for humans, animals and agriculture. But unfortunately our people and
agriculture are facing issues from the lack of the clean water in our
nice rivers.A river is the beauty of the city – once, the Kabul River was one of
the most popular and nicest rivers in Afghanistan, but now it has
damaged the beautiful view of Kabul city.

Sadiq & Ezat ullah

Mirwais

Noman
page 11

Naveed

Noman

Kabul River has contaminated the environment and people cannot go near to the
river due to the bad smell and pollution. Kabul River can be a big risk for the
health of the people living along the river. Our government should take action
and clean the river together with the community. People also can do voluntary
work towards the cleaning of the river.
People who live along the river are very poor and most of the families have lost
at least one of their family members in these three decades of war. And as we
know, water is the most important element in our life and a river for a city
should be very valuable and a natural resource for agriculture. But people in
Kabul who live along the river, they don’t think anything about the river and
they don’t know the value of the river because they are just passing their lives,
they are not living their lives.
They are not enjoying life, just they are thinking about their families and how
to feed them. Everyone has thousands of problems in their life, so they don’t
think about their health and their environmental health, and that’s why people
are suffering from the current state of Kabul river. Every day it harms the
health of the people along the river, and sometimes in summer when the ice and
snow in the mountains melt the river swells so that the water rises up and
destroys the houses of the people along the river. In some poor areas of the
city, people are using Kabul river as a garbage bin or toilet, which paves the
ground for the worsening of germs and disease.

written by Ahmad Noman Stanekzai

Naveed

Noman
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Tuesday
Map/Hand Posters

The first week of the Tuesday Morning and Afternoon Class A girls was
spent brainstorming and drawing things in their environment that make
them feel happy. The next class the students spent time writing and
drawing about how they have helped their environment become a better place.
To do this the students were grouped into pairs to trace each others hands.
The students’ ideas were written on the outlines of their hands as a
reminder that helping the environment and their country starts with
personal responsibility and community interaction—including the use of
one’s own hands and the helping hands of their classmates. The students
all traced and decorated their hands on recycled paper.
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Tuesday

morning class B

The Tuesday Morning older girls' class painted watercolour
pictures representing their idea of either a clean or a dirty
environment. Afterwards, we filmed them talking about why they
chose to paint what they did and what they learned in semester
2 about pollution, health and hygiene. They emphasized the
importance of clean water, trees and flowers, and garbage
collection.

Sahila

Maneja
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Rubina

Maddie

Rohina

Arzoo

Marzia

Risham
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TUESDAY

Girls Journalism Class

By Muska Qasmi, age 15

We all are well acquainted with the fact that children and youth (the
young generation) are the present and future of a country. Unfortunately
our young generation is facing a huge range of problems and amongst them
one of the biggest is unemployment. Due to the lack of jobs our young
generation is compelled to go abroad particularly to the neighbouring
countries such as Pakistan, Iran, Russia, and Tajikistan. However the most
valuable and biggest wealth for a country is youth, but here our young
generation works in other countries to earn something for a living.
Here in Afghanistan the young generation is always insulted by the family,
society, or government. There is no facility for them to study in
especially as we have more young people that are graduated from school and
are not able to proceed with their educations because of not having the
budget or having economic problems at home so they can’t go to university.
That’s why they start any kind of business such as: car washing, plastics
selling, cigarette selling and also joining some mafia groups. Step by
step the country will lose all the excellent young attitudes.
I will ask other countries for help. The young generation is the hope of a
country but unfortunately in Afghanistan there is no value put on them.
Some of our young boys go to foreign countries, especially to Iran, and
when they arrive there they will be jobless for a long time, and they will
get involved in smuggling, kidnapping, and selling narcotics. Those who
can’t go to foreign countries and don’t have enough money to start a job,
they will be stuck in poverty with huge problems.
Unluckily the nation of Afghanistan is also facing poverty. As most of our
young generation live in poor financial conditions and unstable economical
crisis most young boys and many girls are obliged to work and contribute
to their house’s expenditures through their salaries. This is the story of
every home here, that’s why our young generation have been kept at a long
distance from education and higher studies, whereas in other developed
countries the youth try to get knowledge and education to compete with
the world. Unfortunately our youth is caught up with thought of earning
money and finding a job to provide financial support to their families.
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In addition, the education system compared with other developed nations is
too weak/old, as we don’t have the latest modern technologies and equipment
to do experiments practically. We just study everything orally and we are
unaware of the most recent science and technology research/inventions.
One of the other biggest problems in Afghanistan is that many families
from different provinces don’t permit their children, especially girls,
to go to school and also they marry their young (small) daughters to old
men for money.
At the end I want to just mention the main problems of the young
generation in Afghanistan: no facility for jobs, economic problems,
family problems and education problems. I and every young member of this
poor country have this hope and request from the government of Afghanistan
to please provide the best facilities for every member of this country so
that they live in comfort and spend their lives in happiness and safety.

Journalism class and friends

photo taken by Muska
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Thursday

Afternoon A + B

One of my best memories that I will never forget was teaching the youth
at Skateistan. During last semester I was teaching the younger kids about
environmental health and personal hygiene. It was odd for me at first,
because the children I taught were working on the streets sacrificing
their childhoods to get a piece of bread. Yet they were all sweet and
intelligent.
The kids knew good jokes to tell and were respectful to each other.
Sometimes, when I was contemplative they would try to make me happy. These
children sometimes had trouble with concentration, for example if I told
them to sit in their spot, they would start to move around after five
minutes. They were always active and trying to work together with their
classmates.
I was always trying to create a friendly environment in the classroom,
but sometimes when the class’ discipline was bad I would be serious, but
never for more than a few seconds. In case some of the students feel
saddened by what I write, I would like to apologize. I want to say you
guys are the best and I really love you all.
Love
Matin Safi
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